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CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 13199 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT ID 

SUB J : SUHARTO STRONGLY DENIES ROYAL ANCESTRY 

1. PRESIDENT SUHARTO HAS CREATED A POLITICAL CAUSE 
CELEBRE BY ELABORATE AND STRENUOUS DENIALS OF ARTICLE 
IN JAKARTA WEEKLY "POP"MAGAZTNF, LINKING HIM BY BIRTH 
WITH YOGYAKARTA ROYAL FAMILY. 

2. AFTER EARLIER DENIALS BY FAMILY AND GOI SPOKESMAN, 
SUHARTO CALLED PRESS CONFERENCE OCTOBER 28 TO PRESENT 
PROOF OF HIS PEASANT ORIGINS. HE VIGOROUSLY BRANDED 
STORY OF HIS NOBLE BIRTH AS "INSULT" TO HIM AND FAMILY 
AND EVIDENTLY "SUBVERSIVE” EFFORT BY POLITICAL ELEMENTS 
TO TRADUCE HEAD OF STATE AND ENDANGER NATIONAL STABILITY. 

3. SUHARTO-WATCHERS ARE ALREADY SPINNING COMPLEX 
THEORIES FOR SUHARTO PERFORMANCE. ONE THEORY (WHICH 
IS FAR FROM PROVED) FROM ENEMIES OF ALI MURTOPO, IS 
THAT SUHARTO IS USING INCIDENT TO WARN MURTOPO OF 
EXCESSES BY MURTOPO'S OPUS (SPECIAL OPERATIONS). THEORY 

IS BASED ON REPORT THAT ONE BACKER OF "POP" MAGAZINE. WHICH 
GOVERNMENT HAS NOW BANNED, IS COL SUGIANTO, ALI MURTOPO'S 
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DEPUTY AT OPUS, AND THAT SUHARTO MADE CRITICAL REFERENCE 
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DURING PRESS CONFERENCE TO CONNECTION OF AN OPUS MAN WTIH "POP" 

WHILE BLASTING THE MAGAZINE, AS ALI MURTOPO SAT LISTENTING. 

OUR GUESS IS SIMPLER EXPLANATION THAT SUHARTO IS PERSONALLY UPSET 
AT ROYALTY RUMORS, BUT MORE IMPORTANT SEES POLITICAL 
ADVANTAGE TO BE GAINED AND IS SHREWDLY EXPLOITING ARTICLE 
TO PROVE THAT HE IS TRULY A MAN OF THE PEOPLE. MORE 
DETAILED ANALYSIS THIS INTERESTING EPISODE FOLLOWS BY 
POUCH. 

NEWSOM 
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